








PEOPLE IN NATURE, JUNIOR HABITAT, JUNIOR FLORA, JUNIOR FAUNA, JUNIOR

I'st Place —
Carolyn Crum

Ist Place — Mae Taul

i
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o Dace i Sophia Haines
Ben VanDerHeyden Mary Frances Collins P

Ist Place — Luci Wilkinson

Best in Show, Junior Division - Audrey Haines
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Audrey Haines

On the cover: Overall Best in Show - Laurie Schaerer

3rd Place — Cason Lane

v

Honorable Mention —

“If you truly love nature, you

Sophia Haines
[J 3 ”
will find beauty everywhere.
-- VincentVan Gogh
2018 Weeks Bay Photo Contest Winners 2nd Place — 3rd Place = Cate Moore 7
by Diana Brewer, Development and Communications Coordinator 2Ly NERREL Honorable Mention — Honorable Mention - e : 12 Honora Mention —
Cate Moore 3rd Place — Sophia Haines Jessie Guy 3rd Place — Sophia Haines Jessie Guy

There are amazing sights throughout coastal PEOPLE IN NATURE, OPEN HABITAT, OPEN FLORA, OPEN FAUNA, OPEN

Alabama, moments of beauty and wonder that are
too many to name.We are fortunate, however, to

have photographers among us who capture these

images so we can enjoy them, year after year.

Ist Place —

The 2018 winners were selected by judges Debi Parnell

Rodney Kilgore, Stephen Savage, and Lynn

Oldshue from among a record 290 photographs
submitted. The Open and Junior divisions are Ist Place = Melissa Comen
Flora, Fauna, Habitat, and People in Nature. There

is also an overall Best in Show (featured on this .

magazine cover). The winning photos will be et

available for viewing on the Weeks Bay Foundation .

website (weeksbay.org) and at the 5 Rivers Delta ;
Resource Center Apalachee Exhibit Hall. They will B — &"
also be featured throughout the year in Weeks Bay -y

<

Ist Place — Clayton Daigle

2nd Place — &
Mark Watts

- q 2nd Place — -
Foundation literature. Beth Tattersall 3rd Place —
. . Debi Parnell
Congratulations to the winners, and thank you to
all who took the time to submit an entry. .
B = Honorable Mention — 3rd Place — Karen Chiasson

Tonda Dickerson

Hono}';lble Mention —
Mary Smith

%

Honorable Mention — — |
Teanfl Rarkar 3rd Place — Stephanie Pluscht ~ Honorable Mention —

Thomas Peterson

3rd Place — Becky Tate




How are tree-huggers reducing homeowners insurance costs?!
by Warren Hopper, Member, Weeks Bay Foundation Board of Directors

To be clear we are not really talking about “tree-huggers.” The real question is,
“How are robust, vibrant estuaries and coastal wetlands helping to reduce
the risk of property losses due to hurricane-related storm surge, effectively
reducing homeowners insurance costs?” ... but no one would ever read THAT
article.

Coastal wetlands are estimated to provide $23.2 billion per year in storm
protection service' where “Protection Services” are the benefits people obtain from
an ecosystem. Until recently the services offered by estuaries was largely unquantified.
We KNEW they were important, but no one had nailed down the monetary
contribution these ecosystems make to the well-being of human populations.

AIR Worldwide, a leader in catastrophic risk (CAT) modeling began inserting into its storm surge model
coastal county land classification updates showing up to a 3.5 percent drop in surge losses" due to wetland
presence in coastal Alabama.
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Figure |. Changes in storm surge risk (loss cost) for Mobile and Baldwin counties

While wetlands/salt marshes/seagrasses have several services benefiting humans, in this issue we are
going to discuss only their impact on projected losses due to hurricanes and how that ultimately affects
homeowners premiums. The most significant issue facing Estuarine and Coastal Ecosystems is a lack of
communicating to the public these valuable contributions™. For
example, raw materials, food and fish harvests are easy to quantify as
there are direct consumer price effects. But benefits such as coastal
protection, erosion control, and water purification are not promoted
to the public.

Total Value of Wetlands

Storm Protection Services
(S US./ k)

0
S1-51.000
s1 e 4

Predicting losses from catastrophic risks such as earthquake,
hurricane, and flood are very difficult. These perils have HIGH risk
of loss and LOW frequency of occurrence. The only way to estimate
insurable risk is via catastrophe modeling software. Utilizing these
software platforms is like having every Division | basketball coach in
the room with you while you try to fill out a March Madness bracket.
Your bracket may still be wrong, but your “forecast” has a better
chance of success than without their help.

Figure 2. Map of total value of coastal

The number CAT modeling gives is the Average Annual Loss ;
wetlands for storm protection

(AAL), a measure of the annual “cost” of insuring your risk.

Your annual premium is commonly a multiple of this AAL, between 1.5 and 2.5 times the AAL. So, if your
homeowners AAL is $1,000, the premium should fall between $1,500 and $2,500.

You can now see how the CAT modeling can impact the cost of your homeowners premium. If the
presence of a coastal wetland can drop the AAL 3.5 percent, that’s a drop in the cost of your home insurance
of between $200 and $338! Multiply this savings by the tens of thousands of homes and businesses in the
swath of Hurricane Ivan and you create a VASTLY improved community resiliency. Hurricane Ivan had over
1,200,000 acres of wetland in its swath and impacted the GDP of over $226,000,000".

Wetlands act as a sponge, soaking up the floodwaters of storm surge and absorbing much of the energy of
lashing waves, reducing their deadly impact on nearby coastal communities. The marginal value of each acre of
wetlands supported by VWeeks Bay Reserve and Weeks Bay Foundation is $17,287 per acre.

When one of us “tree huggers” reaches out for donations, or invites you to awesome events like the Bald
Eagle Bash or Pelican Paddle, remember how much you pay for YOUR homeowners insurance!

" Costanza et al; The Value of Coastal Wetlands for Hurricane Protection; 2008
" AIR Worldwide; Updates to Loss Estimates for Select Coastal Counties; 2015
f” Barbier et al;The Value of Estuarine and Coastal Ecosystem Services; 201 |

" Costanza et al;The Value of Coastal Wetlands for Hurricane Protection; 2008

Carolina Jessamine
by Fred Nation
Carolina Jessamine (Gelsemium sempervirens)
is a handsome, high-climbing native woody vine that January
can be seen in flower in Baldwin County as early as I NewYear's Day*
mid-January. The '

fragrant, clear 21 Robert E. Lee Birthday / Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday.*

yellow flowers
brighten our
landscapes and
forest roadsides,
and the bloom
continues for
several months,
into late spring.
The leaves are evergreen, lance-shaped, and sharp-
pointed, to four inches long and one inch wide.

February

2 Weeks Bay Foundation Kayak and Canoe Water
Cleanup Paddlers will join the Foundation in cleaning up
trash along the shorelines of Weeks Bay and Fish River.

Fred Nation

Mary Smith

With its bright midwinter and spring flowers,
Carolina Jessamine is a popular ornamental
landscape plant throughout the Southeast, and it
is frequently seen as a “mailbox vine.” It should
be noted, however, that all parts of the plant are
considered to be toxic, and children have been
poisoned by sucking nectar from the flowers,
mistakenly believing that they are honeysuckle.

I8 George Washington and Thomas Jefferson Birthday*

March

Carolina Jessamine, or Yellow Jessamine, is 5 Mardi Gras Day

probably best left safely in the wild, where it

is a beautiful, fragrant member of our native
communities in Alabama. It is also admired in other
southern states, such as South Carolina, where it is
their state flower.

*The Visitor Center will be closed. All trails and board-
walks will remain open for your walking and sightseeing
pleasure.
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Chesley Allegri

Hodge and Allison Alves
Vincent and Kati Arata
Kristin and Joe Babington
Don Bates

John and Carolyn Borom
Dick and Dotsie Brabner
Joanne Brandt

Diana Brewer

Galen and Becki Brey
Margaret and Milton Brown
Mary Calvin

Dick and Joan Casey
Marlene Cashen

Mitzi Childs

Russell Christie

Frances S. Cleverdon
Christine and Jeff Conrad
Rev.Adrian Cook

CR Mitigation, LLC

Tom and Sarah Damson
Daphne Rental Center Inc.
Michael Darby

Gabriele and Craig Darch
Brenda Davis

Gayle Dearman

Mr. and Mrs.Anthony Dees
Kyle DelLoach

Dennis Aluminum Products
Cary M. DeShaw

J. Bradley Donaghey

Jan Pruitt

Marion Dyas

Charles and Pat Earle

Tom and Judy Ellis

Andrea Emerson

Mary Emmett

Kim Enikeieff

John and Kim Estes
Marion Fahnestock
Melinda Finan

Van and Mary Finger
Venetia Friend

Fred and Blair Garth

Carol Gengo

Mr. and Mrs.T. Nicholas Gill
Shirley Gilmore

Ron and Heather Girard
Alida and Bill Given

John Goodloe

Billy and Wanda Griffis

Bill and Daniela Hagan
Dr.and Mrs. Pat Haley
Max and Lisa Hansen

Greg Harber

Hartmann, Blackmon & Kilgore, PC
Clara Heilmeier

Jim and Debbie Hilderbrandt
William and Allison Hixson
Alice Holmes

Guy Hood

Brenda Howen

Clifton Inge, Sr.

Doc Jenison

Eric and Nancy Jenison

Bill and Becky Jones

Joseph E. & Caroline B.Vella Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Kilgore
Dean and Carolyn Koch
Michael and Elizabeth Langston
Jim and Gail Laughner
Eleanor and Charlie Livaudais
Nadine and Judy Lovell
Richard and Cindy Lowell
Marc and Carla Lubet
Robert and Weezer Lucassen
Marilyn Mannhard

Bill Mathews

Lacie Maynard

Richard McBroom

Jeannie McCain

Mac and Libby McCawley
Ann Mclaurin

Robert and Pat Meaher

Ron and Peggy Melton

Bert and Pris Milling

Ann Montgomery

Gary and Kathy Moore
Ginger Moore

Jason Moore

Stephanie and Skeeter Morris
Mr.and Mrs.W. Dean Mosher
Nancy Myrick

Brian and Charlotte Naylor
Ogburn Management, LLC
Michael and Nancy Palmer
Edward Panacek

George and Abigail Panayiotou
Leanne Pearson

Seth Peden

Janet Perkins

Ed and Theresa Perry
Virginia Pettey

John Pickron

Sharon Pierce

Julie Pittman

Carol Reams

Elberta Reid

Barbara Riley

Riviera Utilities

Randy and Kay Roach

Ansley Rowell

Robert and Kathleen Ryan
Daniel and Susie Schambeau
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Lillian Schubert

John Craig Shaw

Andrew A. Smith, Sr.
Jonathan Stein

Barker and Susan Stein
Mr.and Mrs. Donald J. Stewart
Darlene Tasso

June B.Taylor

T. Stephen C.Taylor

Mills and Brenda Thornton
Mac and Michelle Tonsmeire
Dr. Beverly Villafana

Mac and Gina Walcott

Beth Walmsley

Katie Warren

Weeks Bay Plantation, LLC
Jo Ann Wettlaufer

George and Lynnette Whitley
Laurel Wilson

Stuart Woods

Dr. Lynn Yonge

OPERATION LAUNCHPAD
Anonymous

Anonymous

Ellis and Katherine Allen
Shawn and Holly Alves
Diana Brewer

Kathie Byrd

Dick and Joan Casey

Mikel Corporaal

Hank and Sharon Czarnecki
Kathleen Datko

Jack and Jolane Edwards
Walter and Teresa Ernest
Michael Freeman

Ron and Heather Girard
Jack Grace

Bill and Jeri Harrison

Ralph and Cathy Havard
Robert Houck

Jerry and Jane Jackson
JubileeScape

Rodney and Mary Katherine Kilgore
Walter Kirkland and Judy Culbreth
Susan Ledlow

Jim and Barbara Lenaghan
Martin and Mona Lester
Kristina H. Lindquist
Elouise Lucassen

Ingrid Lyborg

Kay Maghan

Kyle McDowell

Carrie McLemore

Alison Moore

Tom Moore

Linda and Larry Murray
Richard Ogburn

Julianne Pittman

Chris Quinn

Katherine Robinson

Isaac and Shannon Smith
Alice Stubblefield

The Happy Olive

Mac and Michelle Tonsmeire

PELICAN PADDLE
7 South

Down Under Dive Shop
Happy Shak

YEAR-END APPEAL
Hodge and Allison Alves
Arendall Enterprises Inc.
Owen and Genie Bailey
Richard and Dianne Bass
Mike and Renee Booker
Susan Bridges

John A. Brown

Bufkin Real Estate

Bob and Cathy Burkey
Doug and Jo Harrell
Andrew and Christy Chason
Mitzi Childs

Cleverdon Farms Inc.

Joe Davis, llI

Michael and Choo Choo Davis
Fred and Debbie Diegmann
Don and Carolyn Dohn
David Dye

Erwin Remediation

Escambia Sand & Gravel Company, Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Eubanks
Carol Furman

Brett and Christine Gaar
Ron and Heather Girard
May Godwin

Kevin Groom

Clara Heilmeier

Edward Herndon

Chrissie Hines

Frank and Janet Hixon
Lucy Holmes

MaryLou and Hugh Hyland
John Jones

Paul and Elaine Klotz

Ken Marion

Eleanora Mauritson

Trip and Lucy McVay
Robert and Pat Meaher
Will Mentzer

FOUNDATION PARTNERS

Alabama Department of
Conservation & Natural
Resources

Baldwin County Soil and Water
Conservation District

Dauphin Island Bird
Sanctuaries, Inc.

Dauphin Island Sea Lab

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Gulf of Mexico Alliance

Bethany Knight Metzger

Bert and Pris Milling

Geri Moulton

Mary Murchison

Phil Norris

Barbara Nutini and Vernon Hermecz

Janet Paarlberg

Leanne Pearson

Michael and Debbie Quinn

Greer Radcliff

Jim and Martha Rieman

Bill and Sarah Schemmer

John Craig Shaw Land Trust Alliance

Gus and Teresa Smith Mobile Bay National Estuary

Fred Stimpson Program

Bill Summerour National Estuarine Research

Jay and Gena Todia Reserve Association

Robert Turner Partnership for Gulf Coast

Rick and Susie Wallace Land Conservation

Lee and Rebekah Webb The Nature Conservancy

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Weeks Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve

Weeks Bay Volunteers

TRIBUTE GIFTS
In memory of Clifford Balzli
Brian and Robin Blankenship
Frances and Vince McAleer
Charles and Dorthy Mullins
Mary Margaret Pearce
Cody Smith
In honor of Jack Edwards’ birthday
Lella and Frank Bromberg
Rick and Susie Wallace
In honor of Jack Edwards
John L. Borom, PhD
In memory of Chris Leigh
Louis and Moren Braswell
Charles and Pat Earle
Bill and Jeri Harrison
Lorna Huey
Mona and Martin Lester
Russell Thompson Butler &
Houston CPAs

Join the Weeks Bay
Foundation today!

Weeks Bay Foundation member-
ships, renewed annually, start at
$35. As a member, you are joining
a group of people with similar
interests and concerns for the
places we love. You are saving
land, water; and marine life and
wildlife habitats.

Membership Levels

In honor of Dr. Alan Melton Legacy Circle $5,000 and up
Ron and Peggy Melton Sustainer $1,000 - $4,999

In honor of Phil Norris, Ed.D. Steward $500 - $999
Bill and Loretta James Supporter $250 - $499

In honor of Rosalie Stromme Friend $100 - $249

Bogan Brooks and Christine Bruenn Member $35 - $99

In honor of their 14th wedding
anniversary
Bob and Joy Zeanah

Return the enclosed envelope
today, or look for the link under
Ways to Give at weeksbay.org.

Florida Registration # CH40701: A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352
WITHIN THE STATE OR BY GOING TO WWW.FLORIDACONSUMERHELP.COM. REGISTRATION DOES NOT
IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

North Carolina Solicitation License # SL009125: Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license
are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 919-807-2214. The license is not an endorsement by the State.
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IE Mark Your Calendar for the Alabama
Gulf Coast Party for Preservation!

by Diana Brewer, Development and Communications Coordinator

‘s Al

The 10th Annual Bald Eagle Bash--the Alabama Gulf Coast’s Party for Preservation--is taking place on
Saturday, May 4, at the Tonsmeire Weeks Bay Resource Center. This signature event for the Weeks Bay

Foundation has earned a reputation for delivering great food, great music, and a great time, all on the
edges of beautiful Weeks Bay. The “Bash” includes fresh Gulf shrimp prepared by the area’s best chefs and
restaurants, a low country shrimp boil, delectable desserts by area bakers, and beer from Fairhope Brewing

Company and Budweiser.

But it doesn’t stop with the food!
This year’s musical entertainment is by the popular Red Clay Strays.

Last year, more than 1,100 people attended the Bash, |6 restaurants participated, and the Foundation
raised $63,000 to save the places you love! Mark your calendar now, for Saturday, May 4, and don’t miss

out on this Party for Preservation!

John Borom




