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Over the past few months, I have had some great opportunities to educate 
people about the amazing resources we have in coastal Alabama. Our 8th Annual 
Bald Eagle Bash had record-breaking attendance, with over 1,300 people learning 
about and supporting our mission. In early May, I attended the Land Trust Allianceõs 
Advocacy Days and spoke to our representatives in Washington, DC, about coastal 
land conservation and the importance of programs like Forever Wild and the 
Reserve System.  And, a few weeks ago, we had the pleasure of again hosting a 
group of interns from Jacksonville State University. For many of these students, this 
was their þrst visit to the coast. 

Each of these experiences reinforces why we have worked for 27 years to 
òprotect the edgesó and support the Weeks Bay Reserve. We will continue striving 
towards these goals. The Foundation recently acquired three new properties, 
including the 25-acre Rio Vista tract on Fish River. It is our goal to one day open 
that land for educational programs. The ecological systems that support our clean 
water, þshing industry, and outdoor recreation opportunities may be complex, but 
the outcome is not: this place is uniquely beautiful and we are all lucky enough to 
enjoy it!

We hope you will stop by Weeks Bay this summer. It is a great time to bring 
family and friends to the Reserve visitors center, stroll on the shaded boardwalks, 
and paddle across the estuary to visit with the bald eagles. We also invite you to 
come out for the Pelican Paddle Canoe and Kayak Race. The Bay is waiting!

Alabama Coastal BirdFest

Mark your calendars now for the 14th Annual Alabama Coastal BirdFest, 
October 4-7. 

This birding and nature festival features trips 
that highlight local and migrating birds, wildÿow-
ers, alligators, dolphins, and other creatures that 
share our world.  And donõt miss the Bird & Con-
servation Expo, a fun family day that takes place 
Saturday, October 7, on the Alabama Coastal 
Community College campus in downtown 
Fairhope.

Admission to the Expo is free and open to all. 
Advance registration is required for all trips and 
evening events. To learn more and to register, visit 
www.AlabamaCoastalBirdFest.com. Registration 
opens August 14 and closes September 22.

Weeks Bay Goes to Washington
by Yael Girard, Executive Director

Alabama is a long way from Washington, DC, but the decisions made in our nationõs capital can 
instantly affect the programs, projects, and regulations in our backyard.  Given the fast pace of life on 
Capitol Hill, it is easy to see how our representatives may not be able to keep up with everything hap-
pening in coastal Alabama.  We went to Washington recently to connect with and update our lawmakers 
on current conservation issues in Alabama. 

Our trip was part of the Land Trust Allianceõs Advocacy Days, an 
annual event to bring staff from land trusts across the country to the 
capital to meet with their senators and congressmen.  The Alliance pro-
vides training on pertinent federal legislative issues and how to approach 
our representatives in a productive and respectful way.  The Weeks Bay 
Foundation was fortunate to receive a stipend from the Alliance to cover 
travel costs to the event. 

For the Weeks Bay Foundation, the most important issue to address 
with our representatives was the proposed federal cuts to the National 
Estuarine Research Reserve System (NERRS).  If you have been following 
our Facebook and E-news, you know that the 2018 Budget Blueprint calls 

for a 100 percent cut to NOAA funding for the NERRS program.  This is important because our Weeks 
Bay Reserve is part of this program and receives 70 percent of its funding from NOAA and 30 percent 
from the state of Alabama.  A 70 percent funding cut would result in a dramatic drop in programs, re-
search, and land stewardship and restoration.

During our visit, we met with both senatorsõ staff members and most of our congressional represen-
tatives, and most of them were very supportive of the NERRS program.  Senator Richard Shelbyõs 
staff had a strong understanding of land conservation and the role of the Reserves in our coastal re-
source protection and community education.  Congressman Bradley Byrne went so far as to spon-
sor a letter of support to all congressional representatives across the United States who have a Reserve 
in their district. 

Vocal support from our elected ofþcials is heartening and 
much of it is thanks to concerned community members like you.  
Both Senator Shelby and Congressman Byrneõs staff commented 
on the HUNDREDS of calls and emails they had received from 
Alabama constituents who love the Weeks Bay Reserve and its 
programs.  Calls from people who take their children to the 
boardwalks.  People who þsh on the protected shores of Weeks 
Bay.  People who did their graduate research at the Reserve.  
People like you who care!  One notable caller said, òLook, if you 
cut the funding to the Reserve, I will cut my vote for you!ó

This þght to protect the NERRS is far from over.  It is a marathon, not a sprint.  We will continue to 
get the word out about the amazing programs at the Weeks Bay Reserve and we hope you will continue 
to talk to your friends, family, and representatives about the importance of the National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve System and your Weeks Bay Reserve.  You can visit www.weeksbay.org for the contact 
information of your congressmen and senators.

Keep up the good þght Weeks Bay family!




