Transform your yard, patio
or balcony into a habitat to
encourage biodiversity in our
neighborhood landscapes.

SALT Native Habitat
Certification Checklist

Receive your Native Habitat Certification from the South Alabama Land Trust.
Score your landscape using the chart below. If your space meets the minimum required sustainable
habitat practices in every category, send your results to salt@southalabamalandtrust.org, or mail your
checklist to 11401 US HWY 98, Fairhope, AL 36532 to receive your certification.
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(Minimum 3)

@ Reduce Lawn Area

@ Promote Soil Health

@ Conserve Potable Water
@ Control Invasives

@ Use Integrated
Pest Management

@ Manage
Stormwater

(Minimum 2)

@ Wooded Area

(Minimum 3)

@ Wooded Area

@ Ground Cover

@ Rock or Brush Pile

@ Dense Trees or Shrubs
@ Roosting Box

@ Fountain or Pond

(Minimum 1)
@ Birdbath
@ Stream
@ Wetland
@ Rain Garden

@ Fountain or Pond
@ Butterfly Puddler

(Minimum 3)

@ Mature Trees

@ Dense Trees or Shrubs
@ Host Plants

@ Nesting Box

@ Pond/Wetland

@ Nuts/Seeds
@ Berries/Fruits
@ Nectar/Pollen

@ Foliage/Twigs
@ Bird or Butterfly Feeder
@ Host Plants
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Email State Zip

What is the size of your yard/patio/balcony? (O <%acre ()%-1lacres () >1acre


mailto:salt@southalabamalandtrust.org

SALT Native Habitat Program

Guidelines and Resources

Step 1: Assess Your Yard

Score your landscape using the checklist. Start by identifying the native plants that are currently in your yard. Do they
provide Food? Cover? Breeding Places? Only native plants can contribute to the checklist. Scan the QR code at the
bottom of the page or visit our website for a guide!

Once you have completed the checklist for your yard or landscape, make a list of any checks that are missing. This will
tell you how to begin transforming your yard into a beautiful, functional Native Habitat.

Step 2: Add Native Plants

Now that you know a little bit more about what is in your yard, you may have noticed that many common landscape
plants are not native to our area, or worse, they're invasive. Work toward a goal of at least 70% native plants in your
Habitat, and try to eliminate invasive species that displace native plants and provide no benefit to wildlife.

For a list of great native plants and how they fit into the checklist, scan the QR code at the bottom of the page or
check out our website!

Step 3: Maintain Your Habitat

A Native Habitat is much lower maintenance than a traditional yard. However, your Habitat will still need a little TLC to
look its best. Adopting sustainable landscape maintenance practices can significantly reduce maintenance costs,
conserve resources, and protect our waterways from polluted runoff.

Learn more about Sustainable Practices to help your habitat thrive by scanning the QR code or visiting our website!

For links to resources, scan the QR code
or visit: southalabamalandtrust.org/native-
habitat-program/

Other Resources

Learn more about Sustainable Practices: Get help identifying plants:
e Alabama Smart Yards e PictureThis

o  Greener by the Yard e iNaturalist

¢ Homegrown National Park e Master Gardeners

National Wildlife Federation Native Plant Finder All of these links can also be found at our website!



https://southalabamalandtrust.org/native-habitat-program/
https://southalabamalandtrust.org/native-habitat-program/
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/landscaping/smart-yards-recipe-series/
https://www.fairhopeal.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/15343/636456467402830000
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
https://nativeplantfinder.nwf.org/
https://www.picturethisai.com/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://mg.aces.edu/
https://southalabamalandtrust.org/native-habitat-program/
https://southalabamalandtrust.org/native-habitat-program/
https://southalabamalandtrust.org/native-habitat-program/
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