
Invasive Exotic Plants 
 

Camphora officinarum   Camphor Tree 
Triadica sebifera   Chinese Tallow; Popcorn Tree 
Ardisia crenata    Coral Ardisia; Hen’s Eyes 
Nandina domestica   Nandina; Heavenly Bamboo 
Ligustrum spp.    Chinese Privet, Glossy Privet, Japanese Privet 
Elaeagnus spp.    Russian Olive; Autumn Olive; Thorny Olive 
Rosa spp.    Multiflora Rose; Macartney Rose; Cherokee Rose 
Wisteria spp.    Chinese Wisteria; Japanese Wisteria 
Cortaderia selloana   Pampas Grass 
Colocasia esculenta   Wild Taro 
Clematis terniflora  Japanese Virgin’s Bower 

 
 

Recommended Native Plants 
 

Trees        Comments 
Acer leucoderme  Chalk Maple   small, deciduous, fall color  
Acer rubrum   Red Maple   large, deciduous, fall color, showy fruits 
Carpinus caroliniana  American Hornbeam  small, deciduous  
Cercis canadensis  Redbud    small, deciduous, showy flowers 
Diospyros virginiana  Persimmon   small to medium, sweet fleshy fruit 
Fagus grandifolia  American Beech  large, deciduous 
Halesia diptera    Two-winged Silverbell   small, deciduous, showy flowers 
Ilex cassine    Dahoon Holly    small, evergreen, females: showy fruits 
Ilex opaca   American Holly    small to medium, evergreen, females: showy fruits 
Juglans nigra   Black Walnut   large, deciduous 
Juniperus virginiana  Red Cedar   medium/large, evergreen 
Liquidambar styraciflua  Sweetgum   large, fall color 
Liriodendron tulipifera  Tulip Poplar   large, showy flowers 
Magnolia grandiflora  Southern Magnolia  large, showy fragrant flowers 
Magnolia virginiana  Sweetbay   medium/large, showy fragrant flowers 
Morus rubra   Red Mulberry   medium, females: tasty fruits 
Nyssa sylvatica   Black Gum   medium/large, deciduous 
Oxydendrum arboreum  Sourwood   medium/large, deciduous 
Pinus glabra    Spruce Pine    large, evergreen 
Prunus serotina   Black Cherry   medium/large, deciduous 
Prunus umbellata  Flatwoods Plum   small, deciduous 
Ptelea trifoliata   Hoptree   small, deciduous 
Quercus alba   White Oak   medium/large, deciduous 
Quercus falcata   Southern Red Oak  large, deciduous 
Quercus hemisphaerica  Darlington Oak   medium/large, deciduous 
Quercus michauxii   Swamp Chestnut Oak   large, deciduous 
Quercus virginiana  Live Oak   large, evergreen or tardily deciduous 
Taxodium ascendens  Pond Cypress   medium, deciduous, fall color 
Taxodium distichum  Bald Cypress   large, deciduous, fall color 
Ulmus americana  American Elm   large, deciduous 
Zanthoxylum clava-herculis Toothache Tree   small, deciduous 



Shrubs 
Aesculus pavia   Red Buckeye   deciduous, showy red flowers 
Aronia arbutifolia  Red Chokeberry   deciduous, showy red fruit  
Asimina triloba   Pawpaw   deciduous  
Callicarpa americana  American Beautyberry  deciduous, showy magenta fruit 
Calycanthus floridus  Sweetshrub   deciduous  
Cartrema americana  American Olive   evergreen 
Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbush   deciduous, showy flowers, grows wet 
Chionanthus virginicus  Fringetree   deciduous, showy white flowers 
Euonymus americanus  Strawberry Bush  small, deciduous; showy fruit 
Fothergilla milleri  Dwarf Witch Hazel  small, deciduous, showy white flowers 
Hamamelis virginiana  Witch Hazel   small to medium, deciduous 
Hydrangea quercifolia  Oakleaf Hydrangea  small to medium, deciduous, showy flowers 
Illicium floridanum   Florida Anise    fragrant evergreen  
Ilex verticillata    Winterberry    deciduous, showy red fruit 
Ilex vomitoria   Yaupon Holly   small to medium, evergreen, females: showy fruit 
Itea virginica   Virginia Sweetspire  small, deciduous, showy flowers 
Kalmia latifolia    Mountain Laurel   medium/large, evergreen, showy white/pink flowers 
Leucothoe axillaris  Coast Doghobble  small, evergreen 
Lyonia lucida   Shining Fetterbush  small, evergreen 
Morella cerifera   Wax Myrtle   small to large, evergreen 
Rhapidophyllum hystrix  Needle Palm   medium shrub-sized palm 
Rhododendron alabamense Alabama Azalea   medium/large, deciduous, fragrant white flowers 
Rhododendron arborescens Sweet Azalea   medium/large, deciduous, fragrant white flowers 
Rhododendron austrinum Florida Flame Azalea  medium/large, deciduous, fragrant orange flowers 
Rhododendron canescens Piedmont Azalea  medium/large, deciduous, fragrant pink flowers 
Rhododendron colemanii Red Hills Azalea   medium/large, deciduous, various colored flowers 
Rhododendron serrulatum Hammock Sweet Azalea  medium, deciduous, fragrant pink-white flowers 
Rhododendron viscosum Swamp Azalea   medium, deciduous, clammy white fragrant flowers 
Sabal minor   Dwarf Palmetto   medium shrub-sized palm 
Sassafras albidum  Sassafras   small, deciduous 
Serenoa repens    Saw Palmetto    shrub-sized palm 
Styrax americanus  American Snowbell  small, deciduous, showy white flowers 
Vaccinium arboreum  Sparkleberry   medium, evergreen 
Vaccinium virgatum  Rabbit Eye Blueberry  medium, deciduous, delicious fruits 
Vaccinium darrowii  Darrow’s Blueberry  small, evergreen, tiny delicious fruits 
Vaccinium myrsinites  Shiny Blueberry   small, evergreen, tiny delicious fruits 
Vaccinium stamineum  Deerberry   medium, deciduous, delicious fruits 
Viburnum acerifolium  Maple-leaf Viburnum  small, deciduous 
Viburnum nudum  Possumhaw Viburnum  medium, deciduous 
 
Perennials (including ferns) 
Ampelaster carolinianus  Climbing Aster    pollinator magnet, needs room to spread 
Amsonia tabernaemontana Blue Star   deciduous, small blue flowers in spring 
Asclepias incarnata  Swamp Milkweed  tall, pink flowers 
Asclepias obovata  Pineland Milkweed  reclining, creamy pinkish flowers 
Asclepias tuberosa  Butterfly Milkweed  medium, deep orange/red flowers 
Asclepias variegata  Redring Milkweed  tall, large leaves, white flowers w/red ring 
Asclepias verticillata  Whorled Milkweed  single stem, narrow leaves, creamy white flowers 



Asclepias viridis   Spider Milkweed  reclining, light green flowers 
Baptisia alba   Wild White Indigo  deciduous, white flowers in spring 
Baptisia australis  Blue False Indigo  deciduous, blue flowers in spring 
Coreopsis integrifolia  Chipola River Tickseed  patch-forming, yellow flowers in fall 
Dyschoriste oblongifolia  Twin Flower   patch-forming, lavender flowers in spring 
Dryopteris ludoviciana  Southern Wood Fern  medium, clumper, semi-evergreen 
Echinacea purpurea  Purple Coneflower  purple flowers spring – late summer 
Erythrina herbacea  Coral Bean   deciduous, showy red flowers and fruits 
Glandularia canadensis  Homestead Purple Verbena patch-forming, low-growing, purple flowers 
Helianthus angustifolius  Narrow-leaf Sunflower   tall, flowers late summer/early fall 
Hibiscus coccineus  Scarlet Hibiscus   tall, deciduous, large deep red flowers 
Hibiscus grandiflorus  Swamp Hibiscus  tall, deciduous, large pink flowers 
Hibiscus moscheutos  Swamp Rosemallow  tall, deciduous, large pink flowers 
Hymenocallis occidentalis Spider Lily   deciduous, large white flowers 
Hypericum frondosum  Golden St. John’s Wort  medium, semi-woody, evergreen, yellow flowers 
Hypericum reductum  Sandhill St. John’s Wort  small, semi-woody, evergreen, yellow flowers 
Iris verna   Dwarf Woodland Iris  low-growing, lavender and yellow flowers 
Iris virginica   Southern Blue Flag  medium, evergreen, lavender and yellow flowers 
Liatris spicata   Blazing Star   tall, deciduous, single stems, spikes of purple flowers 
Mitchella repens  Partridge Berry   groundcover, evergreen, white flowers, red fruit 
Monarda punctata  Dotted Horsemint  spreading mint, deciduous, yellow flowers 
Penstemon laevigatus  Beardtongue   deciduous, pink flowers in spring 
Penstemon multiflorus  White Beardtongue  deciduous, tall, white flowers in spring, rare 
Phlox divaricata   Blue Phlox   tall, semi-evergreen, flowers late spring - summer 
Phlox paniculata  Fall Phlox   lavender flowers summer – fall 
Pityopsis graminifoia  Narrowleaf Silkgrass  grass-like leaves, yellow flowers in fall 
Rudbeckia fulgida  Black-eyed Susan  evergreen, yellow flowers in summer 
Ruellia caroliniensis  Wild Petunia   seeds freely, purple flowers spring – summer 
Silene regia   Royal Catchfly   multi-stemmed, deciduous, bright red flowers 
Sisyrinchium spp.   Blue-eyed Grass   grass-like groundcover, blue flowers  
Solidago odora   Sweet Goldenrod  fragrant leaves, yellow flowers in fall 
Solidago stricta   Slender Goldenrod  yellow flowers in fall 
Vernonia angustifolia  Ironweed   purple flowers in fall 
Zephyranthes atamasco  Atamasco Lily   white flowers early spring 
 
Grasses 
Chasmanthium latifolium  River Oats    small  
Eragrostis elliottii  Elliott’s Love Grass  small 
Eragrostis spectabilis  Purple Love Grass  small 
Muhlenbergia capillaris   Purple Muhly Grass   medium 
Panicum virgatum  Switchgrass   large 
Sorghastrum nutans  Yellow Indian Grass  large 
Sorghastrum secundum  Lopsided Indian Grass  large 
Tridens flavus   Purpletop Grass   large 
 
Vines 
Gelsemium sempervirens Carolina Jessamine  evergreen, yellow flowers 
Lonicera sempervirens   Coral Honeysuckle   evergreen, red and yellow flowers 
Wisteria frutescens   American Wisteria   deciduous, lavender flowers 


